
UNDERSTANDING TIMOR-LESTE: A RESEARCH CONFERENCE 
2nd Timor-Leste Studies Association (TLSA) conference 

Liceu Campus, National University of Timor-Lorosae (UNTL) 
Avenida Cidade de Lisboa, Dili, Timor-Leste, 2-3 July 2009 

 
CONFERENCE PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

WEDNESDAY  1 JULY:   6-8pm: CONFERENCE RECEPTION  
Australian Ambassador’s Residence, Avenida da Portugal (Beach Rd)  
(just past Esplanada Hotel). Host: Ms. Suzanne McCourt, Charge d’Affaires.  
All registered conference delegates welcome. 

 
THURSDAY   2 JULY:   REGISTRATION DESK Open from 8am.  Conference Office C-18 Liceu, UNTL  

OPENING SESSION: 830am -9am   Liceu Auditorium C-26 Liceu, UNTL 
His Excellency the Minister for Education, Dr João Cancio Freitas. 
Sr Israel Saraiva, Portuguese Embassy. 
 
Panel Sessions 1: 9am-10.30am   Morning Tea: 1030-11am 
Panel Sessions 2: 11am-12.30pm   Lunch: 12.30-2pm 

Panel Sessions 3: 2pm-330pm   Afternoon Tea: 330-4pm 
Panel Sessions 4: 4pm-530pm 

 
THURSDAY   2 JULY:  7pm BOOK LAUNCHES:  Hotel Turismo, Avenida dos Direitos Humanos, Lecidere. 
 
FRIDAY  3 JULY:  Panel Sessions 5: 9am-10.30am    Morning Tea: 1030-11am 

Panel Sessions 6: 11am-12.30pm    Lunch: 12.30-2pm 
Panel Sessions 7: 2pm-3.30pm    Afternoon Tea: 330-4pm 
Panel Sessions 8: 4pm-5.30pm 

FRIDAY  3 JULY:  7pm: TLSA CONFERENCE DINNER – Victoria’s Restaurant, Metiaut. 
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Session 1 T
hursday 9-10.30am

 
 

POLITICS 
Room C-11 
 
Akihisa Matsuno 
Theorising East 
Timorese Politics - 
Ecology, Genealogy, 
Ideology 
 
Joanne Wallis, ‘An 
opportunity lost?   
Reflections on the 
process of 
constitution-making 
in Timor-Leste’ 
 
Armando Marques 
Guedes - Power-
sharing in the 
Tropics and the 
ubiquitous 
‘Presidential drift’: 
the mechanics and 
dynamics of unstable 
equilibrium in the 
semi-presidentialism 
of East-Timor 
 
 
 

THE EMERGING 
NATIONAL ADULT & 
POPULAR 
EDUCATION 
SYSTEM 
Liceu Auditorium C-26 
 
Facilitator: Sra Zelia 
Fernandes 
1. Sr. Adalfredo De 
Almeida: Opening 
Remarks 
2. Assoc Prof Bob 
Boughton: Ten years on: 
Adult Education & 
Development in Timor-
Leste 
3. Sr. Ismenio Da Silva 
Martins: Vocational 
education & training in 
Timor-Leste: the current 
situation 
4. Helen Hill: Types of 
Knowledge needed for 
Timor-Leste’s 
development  
 
 

NATION-BUILDING 
Room C-20 
 
Damian Grenfell - Timor-
Leste: Mapping a nation 
across the local and the 
global 
 
Damien Kingsbury -
National Identity in 
Timor-Leste: Challenges 
and Opportunities  
 
Michael Leach - 
Surveying East Timorese 
tertiary student attitudes 
to national identity, 
2002–2007. 
 

RELAÇÕES 
INTERNACIONAIS E 
NATION-BUILDING I 
Sala C-21 
 
Nuno Canas Mendes - O 
dilema das classificações 
regionais: pertencerá  
Timor-Leste ao Sudeste 
Asiático ou ao Pacífico 
Sul?  
 
José Passos Palmeira - O 
potencial de Timor-Leste 
na Geopolítica da  CPLP 
 
Luís Elias - A reforma 
dos sectores de segurança 
e justiça em Estados em 
situação Pós-Crise 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS I 
Room C-22 
 
David Webster  Canada 
and Timor-Leste: State 
and non-state 
interactions 
 
Kate Reid-Smith - The 
Crocodile That Never 
Came In From The Cold 
- Is Timor-Leste The 
Political Paradox 
Representative Of 21st 
Century International 
Relations? 
 

[   ] TETUM-DILI   [   ] PORTUGUESE   [   ] ENGLISH   [   ] BAHASA INDONESIA 
 
[   ] SPECIAL PANEL ON ADULT AND POPULAR EDUCATION  
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Session 2 T
hursday 11am

 - 1230pm
 

 

DEMOCRACY 
AND LOCALISM 
Room C-11 
 
Deborah Cummins 
modes of power, 
nodes of power: 
local level 
governance in 
Timor-Leste  
 
Maj Nygaard-
Christensen Festivals 
of Democracy?  
 
Andrew Marriott 
Leaders, Lawyers 
and Lian Nains - 
Sources of Legal 
Authority in Timor-
Leste 
 

AGRIKULTURA/ 
DEZENVOLVIMENTU 
Liceu Auditorium C-26 
 
Mariano A. Sabino no 
Soekartawi - Hanoin 
Balun Konaba Futuru 
Dezenvolvimentu 
Agrikultura Iha Timor-
Leste 
 
Modesto Lopez, Anita 
Xiemenes, Angie Bexley 
- Importánsia husi 
Peskiza Sosiál iha Area 
Agrikultura, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, 
RDTL.  
 
Aniceto Neves Asistensia 
Dezenvolvimentu 
Internasional:  Tulun 
Internasional nudar 
Maneira Hari’i Paz & 
Efeitu-sira 
 
 

POPULAR 
EDUCATION 
EXPERIENCES 
Room C-20 
 
Facilitator: Sr Antero 
Benedito Da Silva 
 
1. Sr. Nuno Rodrigues: 
Youth recruitment during 
the Resistance  
 
2. Sr. Abel dos Santos: 
Agrarian Reform. 
 
3. Sr. Aquino: Popular 
education through 
popular media 

RELAÇÕES 
INTERNACIONAIS E 
NATION-BUILDING II 
Sala C-21 

 
Reinaldo Hermenegildo - 
O contributo da GNR na 
construção do Estado e  
da segurança em Timor-
Leste  

 
Ricardo Sousa da Cunha  
- A realidade 
constitucional timorense 
na   relação com a 
alteridade  
 

Kelly Cristiane da Silva - 
Reciprocidade, 
reconhecimento e 
sofrimento  mobilizadores 
políticos no Timor-Leste 
independente  

 

ARTS AND 
MUSEUMS 
Room C-22 
 
Kim Dunphy 
Community arts, artists 
and international 
organisations in Timor 
Leste: 1999-2009. 
 
Symeon Antoulas & 
Robyn Baxendale - 
Protection and 
preservation of cultural 
property during conflict: 
the journey of the 
Antoulas Collection 
comes full circle. 
 
Dr. Elena Soboleva East 
Timor through the world 
museums 
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Session 3 T
hursday 2-3.30pm

 
 HISTORY I 

Room C-11 
 
Michael G. Vann 
Placing East Timor 
on the Syllabus: 
Pedagogical 
Strategies for 
Teaching East Timor 
in University Level 
History Survey 
Courses 
 
Ernie Chamberlain 
Rebellion, Defeat 
and Exile – The 1959 
Rebellion in Timor-
Leste’s History 
 
Michael Morison -
Timor-Leste after 
UNTAET: Towards 
Participatory 
Intervention  
 

PEMBANGUNAN 
Liceu Auditorium C-26 
 
Tia Mboeik  Building 
sustainable economic 
development in  Timor 
Leste- Role of civil 
society and trade unions 
 
Abel Boavida dos Santos 
Pengorganisasian 
Gerakan Petani di Ermera 
Menuntut Reformasi 
Agraria 
 
Adelino Pimentel do 
Rego dan Soekartawi - 
Tantangan Agribisnis di 
Timor Leste dan Usulan 
Solusinya  

MASS LITERACY 
EDUCATION 
Room C-20 
 
Facilitator: Sr. Nuno 
Rodrigues 
1. Cuban adviser team: 
Los! Hau bele. The 
national literacy 
campaign in Timor-Leste 
 
2. Sra Zelia Fernandes: 
The significance of using 
the Cuban method for 
learning literacy 
 
3. Sr Jorge Gutteres: A 
comparative study of 
literacy teaching methods 
in Baucau 

ANTROPOLOGIA 
Sala C-21 
 
Rui Graça Feijó - Os 
Nomes dos Timoresnses: 
Resistência à Indonésia e 
Construção de Identidade  
autónoma. 
 
Daniel Schroeter Simião - 
Igualdade jurídica e 
diversidade cultural:  
dilemas para a 
modernização timorense  
 
 
 

RESEARCH 
Room C-22 
 
Anya Dettman - Reading 
East Timor 
 
Sarina Kilham and Juliet 
Willetts  -
Transdisciplinary 
Research: New 
opportunities for 
understanding Timor-
Leste  
 
Frederic Durand - East 
Timor facing new 
challenges 
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Session 4 T
hursday 4-530pm

 
 HISTORY II 

Room C-11 
 
Steve Farram  
Eaton and White in 
Portuguese Timor: 
the first two 
Australian 
consulates, 1946-
1950 
 
Takahashi Shigehito 
Japanese Intelligence 
Organization in 
Portuguese Timor 
during Asia-Pacific 
War  
 
Zelda Grimshaw The 
War and the World in 
Timor Leste: the 
transnational nature 
of a national struggle. 
[EN] 

KOMUNIDADE / 
NASAUN 
Liceu Auditorium C-26 
 
Abe Barreto Soares 
Nationalism Of Timor-
Leste Seen From The 
Eyes Of Its Poets (TT) 
 
Josh Trindade “Feto Mak 
Maromak”: Traditional 
Concepts of Gender in 
Timor-Leste 
 
Alex Gusmao Freitas no 
Anne Brown - Polítika 
Komunidade no Harii 
Dame iha Timor Leste 
 
 
 
 

LAND AND 
RESOURCE ISSUES 
Room C-20 
 
Jennifer Drysdale Five 
principles for wise 
management of natural 
resource revenue 
 
Tim Anderson ‘Land 
reform’ in Timor Leste? 
Why the constitution is 
worth defending 
 
Vanda Narciso and Pedro 
D.S. Henriques –Women 
and Land, a reading of the 
situation in East Timor  
 

AFTER THE 2006 
CRISIS  
Room C-21 

 
James Scambury, The 
dynamics of group 
conflict in the 2006/7 
crisis 
 
Sarah Elizabeth Dewhurst 
“Violence is just a part of 
our culture”: Explaining 
Enduring Violence in 
Post-Independence 
Timor-Leste 
 
Leong Kar Yen – Ninjas 
in the night: Materialising 
fear in Timor Leste 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS II 
Room C-22 
 
Paul Hainsworth The 
United Kingdom and 
East Timor: policy and 
perspectives - past, 
present and future 
 
Nuno Canas Mendes, 
The dragon and the 
crocodile: Chinese 
interests in East Timor 
 
Teresa Cunha  Re-
Centering Margins. 
Understanding Timor-
Leste. Timor-Leste and 
Mozambique 
 

7.00 pm: BOOK LAUNCHES - Hotel Turismo, Avenida dos Direitos Humanos, Lecidere.  

Christine Cabasset-Semedo & Frederic Durand. 2009. East-Timor: How to Build a New Nation in Southeast Asia in the 21st Century? IRASEC, Bangkok. 

Frederic Durand. 2008. Timor-Leste en quête de repères: Perspectives économico-politiques et intégration régionale 1999-2050. IRASEC, Bangkok. 

Damien Kingsbury. 2009. East Timor: The Price of Liberty. Palgrave Macmillan, New York. 

Sara Niner. 2009. Xanana: Leader of the Struggle for an Independent Timor-Leste, Australian Scholarly Publishing. Melbourne. 
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Session 5 F
riday 9-10.30am

 
 

ANTHROPOLOGY 
Room C-11 
 
Andrew McWilliam, 
Sally Brockwell & 
Sue O’Connor 
Environmental 
change and Fortified 
Settlements in Timor 
Leste?: Collaborative 
research and 
development 
prospects. 
 
David Hicks, 
Indexing Social 
Space: Viqueque 
Market Place, 
1966/2007 
 
Nuno Vasco Oliveira 
- Looking through 
the archaeological 
glass: what did 
people eat in Timor-
Leste in the last 
10.000 years? 

POPULAR 
EDUCATION 
HISTORY AND 
THEORY 
Liceu Auditorium C-26 

 
Facilitator: Dr Rebecca 
Spence 
 
1. Antero Benedito Da 
Silva: Leading theories of 
FRETILIN-FALANTIL 
popular education 1974-
78 
2. Deborah Durnan: 
Popular education & 
peacebuilding in Timor-
Leste: Theoretical 
foundations 
3. Open forum: Dialogue 
with some surviving 
members of 1970s 
popular 
education/literacy 
brigades 
 

GENDER ISSUES I  
Room C-20 

 
 
Josh Trindade “Feto Mak 
Maromak”: Traditional 
Concepts of Gender in 
Timor-Leste (EN) 
 

Anna Trembath 
Rethinking Gender, 
Security and Peace 
Intersections in Timor-
Leste 
 
Ann Wigglesworth Youth 
and Gender: influencing 
customs and promoting 
change in Timor Leste 
 
 

ESTUDOS DE 
GÉNERO  
Sala C-21 
 
Sofia Miranda - 
Trajectórias de mulheres 
timorenses em Portugal:  
género e 
transnacionalismo na 
diáspora  
 
Vanda Narciso e Pedro 
D.S. Henriques - 
Mulheres e terra, uma 
leitura  da situação em 
Timor-Leste  
 
Isabel Casimiro e Teresa 
Cunha – Tecendo a paz e 
a Justiça Social no 
Oceano Índico: as 
mulheres de Timor-Leste 
e de Moçambique  
 
 

LITERATURE & 
MEDIA 
Room C-22 
 
Leigh-Ashley Lipscomb -

The Voiced and the 
Unvoiced: Post-
independence Timorese 
Literature and the 
Aesthetics of 
Accountability  
 
Abe Barreto Soares 
Nationalism Of Timor-
Leste Seen From The 
Eyes Of Its Poets (EN)  
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Session 6 F
riday 11am

 -12.30pm
 

 

DEVELOPMENT I 
Room C-11 
 
Rae Perry - 'The 
Australia - Timor-Leste 
Friendship 
relationships - A 
possible model for 
sustainable 
international 
development 
assistance?' (Friends of 
Baucau)   
 
Tom Davis -Evaluating 
the World Bank’s Role 
in Post-Conflict 
Reconstruction: The 
Case of the Trust Fund 
for East Timor  
 
Francisco de Deus 
Soares, The 
challenges for 
sustainability in a 
Community Based 
Organization (CBO) 
A case study of Beto 
Community based 
organization, Dili, 
Timor – Leste 
 

PERTANIAN 
Liceu Auditorium C-26 
Brigida Antonia Correia, 
Mateus Da Cruz De 
Carvalho, Ligia Tomas 
Correia, Lucio Gomes and 
Joao F. Rendes Analisis 
Komposisi - Botani Padang 
Penggembalaan Alam Pada 
Dataran Tinggi dan Dataran 
Rendah di Distrik Lautem 
 
Guilhermino da Cruz, M.F. 
Rola-Rubzen, J.A. Janes, 
Eduardo A. Serrão, 
Armando B.M. Afonso, and 
Carlos Antonio Amaral - 
Cakupang pasar sekarang 
dan masa depan untuk 
daging sapi di Timor-Lesté 
(Suai, Maliana, Oekusi-
Ambenu and Dili) 
 
Vicente de Paulo Correia, 
Maria Fay Rola-Rubzen, 
Nelson Salsinha, John A. 
Janes, Carlito de Araujo, 
Julio Correia and Marcal 
Avelino - Analisis system 
pertanian di kabupaten Los 
palos, Aileu dan Manatuto. 

ISSUES IN 
EDUCATION 
Room C-20 
 
Facilitator: Deb Durnan 
 
1. Marcos Antonio 
Amaral, Jenny Field,  
Roger Barnard, James 
McLellan: Collaborative 
evaluation of the English-
language curriculum at 
Universidade Nacional 
Timor Lorosa’e (UNTL) 
 
2. Rebecca Spence 
Transforming cultures of 
resistance: What does it 
take to build peace? 
 
3. Marie Quinn Using 
oral language in primary 
school classrooms: 
constructing meaning  
 
 
 

DESENVOLVIMENTO 
E SAÚDE 
Sala C-21 
 
Karina Oliveira - 
Cooperação, saúde mental 
e diálogo cultural: os  
irmãos de S. João de 
Deus no sub-distrito de 
Laclubar  
 
 
Sara Moreira - O desafio 
da tecnologia, o impacto 
da mudança. Adopção  de 
uma plataforma de e-
learning  
 
Manuel Couret Branco e 
Pedro D. Sousa 
Henriques – A economia 
de Mercado e o direito 
humano à água em 
Timor-Leste  

GENDER ISSUES II 
Room C-22 
 
Rochelle Humphrey, 
Incorporating Gender 
Sensitivity into Australia  
Defence Forces Culture 
and operations in Timor-
Leste. 
 
Sara Niner, The 
contested place of 
women in post-conflict 
Timor-Leste 
 
Isabel Casimiro and 
Teresa Cunha -   
Weaving Peace and 
Social Justice at the 
Indian Ocean  -The 
Women of Timor-Leste 
and Mozambique 
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Session 7 F
riday 2pm

-330pm
 

 

AGRICULTURE 
Room C-11 

 
Acacio da Costa 
Guterres, A John V 
Janes, Penny Wurm, 
and Dick Williams -
The effect of slash and 
burn on the control of 
Bellyache bush 
applicable to East Timor 
 
Flaviano Soares and 
Gordon Dryden - The 
Use of Near Infrared 
Reflectance Spectroscopy 
(NIRS) and Chemical 
Analysis to monitor Beef 
Cattle Nutrition in 
Southern Queensland and 
East Timor. 
 
Vicente de Paulo 
Correia, Maria Fay 
Rola-Rubzen, A. John 
V. Janes, Jorge Freitas 
and Mateus Gomes - 
Challenges  for vanilla 
agribusiness development 
in Ermera and Manufahi, 
East Timor 

DEZENVOLVIMENTU 
Liceu Auditorium C-26 
 
Abel da Silva, and 
Helena Grunfeld, A better 
ICT future for Timor 
Leste 
 
Beth Elson, Antonia 
Mesquita and Paulino 
Salsinha - Oinsa atu uza 
filme ho efektif atu 
promove espaso oan iha 
Timor Leste  
 
Freitas Domingos De 
Sousa, Alternative 
Energy For Peace In 
Timor-Leste 
Leste? 

 
 

SYSTEMATISATION 
OF LESSONS 
LEARNED 
Room C-20 
 
Facilitators: A/Professor 
Bob Boughton & Sr. 
Antero Benedito Da Silva 
 
1. Professor Daniel 
Schugurensky: 
Reflections on papers 
delivered: An 
international perspective 
 
2. Sr. Juvinal Inacio Ze B. 
Diaz: Reflection on 
papers: A local 
perspective 
 
3. Open forum 

DIASPORA AND 
ARTS 
Room C-21 
 
Helen Van Klinken, 
Making them 
Indonesians: Child 
transfers out of East 
Timor 
 
Christine Mason - Former 
East Timorese in West 
Timor. 
 
Tony Fry, Futurelining 
Timor-Leste: Sustainment 
and the Rise of a Creative 
Industry  
 
 

THE ROLE OF THE 
CHURCH 
Room C-22 
 
Joel Hodge 
Understanding the role of 
Religion and the Church 
in Timor-Leste 
 
Alex Grainger - 
Searching for lost things 
with Saint Anthony: 
Catholicism, tradition 
and the rationalisation of 
the idea of resistance. 
 
Esther Richards, 
Understanding the role of 
the Church in 
reproductive healthcare 
in Timor-Leste 
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Session 8 F
riday 4pm

-530pm
 

 

GENDER AND 
HEALTH 
Room C-11 
Kayli Wild Improve 
Access to Care: 
Evaluation of the 
Maternity Waiting 
Home Strategy in 
Timor-Leste 
 
Clíonadh O’Keeffe 
Addressing Gender 
Health Inequalities in 
Timor-Leste 
Governance Reform 
and The Right to 
Health 
 
Suzanne Belton, 
Alita Verdial de 
Araujo, Zulmira 
Fonseca, Tanya 
Wells Brown, 
Andrea Whittaker, 
Life is Important – 
Not Law! Progress of 
the New Penal Code 

SEJARAH 
PERJUANGAN 
KEMERDEKAAN 
TIMOR-LESTE   
Liceu Auditorium C-26 
 
Nug Kacasungkana, 
Dampak kekuasaan 
pendudukan Indonesia 
pada gerakan 
kemerdekaan Timor-
Leste 
 
Nuno Rodriguez 
Tchailoro - Pola 
Perekrutan Pemuda 
dalam Gerakan 
Perlawanan Timor-Leste  
 
Zelda Grimshaw The 
War and the World in 
Timor Leste: the 
transnational nature of a 
national struggle. (BA) 
 

HISTORY AND 
HERITAGE III 
Room C-20 
 
Lia Kent - The Politics of 
Remembrance, 
Reparations and Victims’ 
Rights 
 
Heather Castel - 
Transitional justice 
lessons from the South 
African TRC: the politics 
of denial and the 
rewriting of a contested 
national narrative in the 
CAVR. 
 
Sue O'Connor (paper 
delivered by Nuno Vasco 
Oliveira) - In Accordance 
with the Ancestors: 
looking after the rock art 
and cultural heritage of 
Timor-Leste 
 

VÁRIAS 
Sala C-21 
 
Reinaldo Hermenegildo - 
A Política Externa de 
Portugal para a PESC - O 
Caso de Timor-Leste. 
 
Gil da Conceicao, Maria 
Fay Rola-Rubzen, Felipe 
Tiago Dias Ximenes, A. 
John V. Janes and 
Marcolino Estevao 
Fenandes Brito - Análise 
de Comportamento dos 
Agricultores e Adopção 
de Tecnologia no Sistema 
da Cultura de Arroz em 
Maliana e 
Manatuto,Timor Leste  

DEVELOPMENT II 
Room C-22 
 

Christine Cabasset - 
Tourism planning and the 
fight against poverty 
 
Jean A. Berlie Society 
and Development. What 
Can We Do for Timor- 
Leste 
 
Manuel Couret Branco 
and Pedro D. Sousa 
Henriques –  
The Market Economy 
and the human right to 
water in East Timor 
 
 

 
 

7.00 pm: TLSA CONFERENCE DINNER – Victoria’s Restaurant, Metiaut. 
 


